
Event Recap

Making Friends in Los Angeles – Book Conversation
December 17, 2025
Organized by Lauren Bliss
Featured Book: Chance: Beginnings by Roberts Essex

On December 17th, I organized and hosted an intimate book conversation through Making Friends in Los
Angeles, centered on Chance: Beginnings by Roberts Essex. My intention for this event was to create a space
that honored the depth of the story, respected the author’s lived experience, and allowed readers to engage with
the book in a meaningful and thoughtful way.

Event Vision & Atmosphere

From the beginning, I was intentional about cultivating an environment that felt warm, respectful, and
reflective—one that mirrored the honesty and emotional weight of Chance: Beginnings. This was not designed as
a surface-level book promotion, but as a genuine literary conversation where the story could be discussed with
care and authenticity.

The attendees were a diverse group of engaged readers and creatives who value real stories and human
connection. The atmosphere encouraged openness, listening, and dialogue—allowing the book’s themes to
resonate naturally with the audience.

Genuine Engagement With the Book

To ensure the conversation was rooted in respect for the author’s work, we purchased the book and engaged
with it directly. This allowed the discussion to be informed, accurate, and aligned with the author’s voice and
intent. The conversation reflected a true understanding of the memoir—not summaries or assumptions.

● Chance Brogdon’s early life and the realities of growing up in poverty in the Deep South
● The role of faith, family dynamics, and survival
● The emotional impact of illness, loss, and resilience
● The book’s ability to balance hardship with humor and honesty

Readers responded strongly to how real and unpolished the story felt, noting that it reflected experiences often
lived but rarely spoken about with this level of clarity.

Audience Response

The audience was deeply engaged throughout the conversation. Attendees asked thoughtful questions, shared
personal reflections, and openly connected their own experiences to the themes in the book. Many expressed
how Chance: Beginnings felt familiar, validating, and emotionally grounding—particularly for those who have felt
like outsiders or questioned their path.

Value Delivered

As the organizer, I take pride in ensuring that authors are supported with a genuine, engaged audience;
thoughtful preparation and intentional hosting; readers who are willing to invest by purchasing and reading the
book; and a platform built on trust, respect, and long-term relationship building.

Closing Reflection



The December 17th book conversation around Chance: Beginnings was a success because it stayed true to the
heart of the story. It demonstrated that when a book is treated with intention and care, readers respond with
openness and respect. As the organizer, I’m proud of how this conversation unfolded and confident that it reflects
the level of integrity, preparation, and authenticity that Making Friends in Los Angeles offers to every author we
collaborate with.


